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president’s corner

From the Editor...

It’s 2008! Can you believe it? Time now to reflect on last year’s meets
and look forward to this year.

Boy… Do I have Cabin fever! We have only a few more months to go,
and we’ll be on the water. I can’t wait!

2007 was truly a great year for our chapter with record attendance and
the best times ever. What a great turnout for George’s meet at Mars
Resort! We sold all but 4 of his motors and the prices are something
we all can be happy with. Many thanks!

Fellow members, It has come to my attention that a local Chapter is
forming in Geneva, IL this month. I understand it will be called the
“Motor Heads”. Did you know it was almost 39 years ago, November
8, 1969 to be exact, that the Midwest Chapter was formed in
Waukegan, IL. The name “Midwest Chapter” was chosen because
it implied that members from Illinois and Wisconsin as well as other
Midwestern States would join. Initially, the Illinois/Wisconsin mix was
about 50/50. Members drove as far as 300 miles to attend. (Please see
a reprint inside from the January 1970 Antique Outboarder.) Well…
since the Midwest Chapter was born in 1969, more local Chapters
have organized in Wisconsin. The Northwoods Chapter, who hosts
the “Tomahawk Nationals”… and Winnebagoland in the Fox Valley
were formed. Other neighboring States of Illinois and Wisconsin
have also formed clubs, although I don’t know the timeframe. It now
appears that an additional Chapter is needed to serve the Chicagoland
area, especially members to the West and South of Chicago. I wish
to welcome our new neighbor, the Motor Heads of Illinois. May you
have smooth motoring for your first year and beyond!

You will see that our Winter Bash has been moved into March again
this year. This is a good time because it brings fair weather to kick off
our new year. Also, see the new schedule for 2008. This looks like
another great year. I would like to mention here that I will be stepping
down as President this year after nearly 7 years at this position.
Please note that a nomination for this position will be taken at the
Winter Bash in March. Please step up and help out. We all need you
and your support
I want to thank all of you for your help and friendship over the years.
Because of this I think the club is now very sound and in great shape
moving forward. Thank you all for everything and I will see you at as
many meets as ever.
Rick
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Elections for Officers to be held at the
March 2008 meet.

While we are on the subject of local chapters, we need to talk about
our own chapter. As you have just read in the President’s corner,
Rick Neis will be stepping down from his position of President. Our
Vice-President, Gordy Merz, would serve another 2 years and I may
be willing to run for President, but I encourage a new President/Vice
President Team to run as well. Guys and Gals, this opens up new
opportunities for both Illinois and Wisconsin members. I have
noticed some new outboard enthusiasts becoming more active in the
club. That’s great! Think about running for an office.
We are down to 4 scheduled meets this year. At the Winter Bash
annual meeting, lets talk about membership, goals, and where do we
want to go from here. For example, how could we add another meet
in extreme Southern Wisconsin… or Northern IL?
To be continued at the annual meeting.
With best Regards,
Dan Johnson
Editor/Secretary

antique outboard motor club, inc.
Newsletter design & layout by Leslie Gostomski • gostomskilm@yahoo.com

notice:

••REMEMBER••
You must be an active member of the AOMCI

Midwest Chapter membership fees are now due. Club membership runs from January
through December. Please make sure you remain current. dues are still $5 and can
be paid at the March 9th Franklin meet or sent to:

Joe Podpora • 3708 Ridge Lane Wonderlake, IL 60097

welcome aboard!
If you have any interesting stories, comments or classifieds send information to:

Dan Johnson, N7852 West Shore Dr. Elkhorn, WI 53121
or e-mail propdusters@usa.com
Banquet Hall
Seating up to 225

The Northwoods Chapter
2008 Meet Schedule
Feb. 23 Neenah, WI

June 7 Tomahawk, WI

Steve Stevenson’s Hard Water Meet at Neenah
Labor Temple
Steve Stevenson, (920)725-2115
April 5 Plainfield, WI
Tom’s Used Outboards on South Main in Plainfield
Wis.
Tom Schaars (a/k/a TooTall), (715) 335-4222
tomcat@uniontel.net

Sept. 6 Hancock, WI

4th Street bridge at the Bridge Inn.
Ron Lietha, (715) 453-5432
July 30 - Aug 2 Tomahawk, WI
Tomahawk Nationals at Sara Park
Bob Dalle Ave
(715) 356-5649
cedarfal@newnorth.net

Tom Schaars’ Fish Lake Meet
Tom Schaar, 715-335-4222
Sept. 20 Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Jerry Blanchard’s Fall Harvest Meet
Jerry Blanchard, 715-325-5451

AOMC

long-time members and contributors

Be at Peace.
debbi schaefer
LAKE COMO
• SEPTEMBER 11, 2005
Owner/Manager
9643 S. 76th Street Franklin, WI 53132
(414) 525-1950

Weddings • Showers • Group Meetings • Parties

engine blade & prop.
3524 W. National Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53125
(414) 671-0533
On the Internet at: www.ebp-online.com
Outboard Repairs
Evinrude & Johnson Obsolete & New Parts
Prop Repairs
Don & Betty Grinker

Seasonal Hours

mars restaraunt & resort

Open year round 7 days a week • Lunch & Dinner

On Lake Como
Indoor/Outdoor Casual Dining
Famous for our premium baby back

bbq ribs

W4098 South Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI • 262-245-5689

q

May the Angels lead Thee into
Paradise.
In memory of George Kreissl
of Lake Geneva. Pictured at
the 2005 Mars Meet.

In memory of Chris Eiring of Oconomowoc (right), pictured with
Ron Guzzo at the 2005 Mars Meet.

PEWAUKEE • OCTOBER 1, 2005

winter bash
9643 S. 76th Street
Franklin, WI

Sunday, March 9 • 10 a.m.
Swap Outside/Display Inside

G
Awards in 4 categories
original antique outboard
restored antique outboard
original classic outboard
restored classic outboard
1st, 2nd and 3rd Places in all categories
Classes judged by attending members

bring your favorite
motor(s)
door prizes galore
Outboard motor
& other great raffle items

DSpecial presentationd
Our members will be the presenters!
Share your story of how you got started
collecting old outboards, what you
collect, etc.

Call Rick Neis for
more information. 920-923-3518

Outboard Life, April 1948

Outboard Life, April 1948

the winter bash at the hideaway pub
franklin • March 2007

The First Meeting
of the Midwest Chapter

november 1969

in Waukegan Illinois.

By Lynn Sallee
On November 8, 1969 a new chapter of the AOMCI was formed. The group
of both longstanding and novice motor enthusiasts met in the beautiful new
auditorium of the Waukegan (Illinois) Public Library. We voted to name the
club the Midwest Chapter of the AOMC, Inc. It was felt that the name had
a wider scope then the one we had been using temporarily (The Tri-State
Association) and would encourage members from the entire section of the
country as well as the initial group from Illinois and Wisconsin.
The first meeting was devoted primarily to organization. Officers elected to
serve the group for the 1969-70 year were: William Rose (Waukegan, Illinois), President; Ray Machen (Brookfield Illinois), Vice President- Historian;
Mrs. Lynn Sallee (Winneconne, Wisconsin), Secretary-Treasurer.
Several committees were set up to handle organizational duties. Miss Lucy
Rose (Waukegan, Illinois) will plan publicity for the chapter. Warner Turner
(West Bend, Wisconsin) and Jere Sairs (Milwaukee, Wisconsin) are responsible for drawing up the by-laws and President Rose will define the purpose
and aims of the chapter. The spring meeting scheduled for late April will
be planed by Tom Hagloch (Aledo, Illinois) and John Herberg (Moline, Illinois).
The chapter discussed the need for increasing the membership. At the suggestion of Edward Kent (Waupun, Wisconsin), the group decided that the
Spring meeting would feature a “Bring a New Member” theme. If there are
any readers in the Midwest area who would be interested in joining our new
chapter, they can contact the secretary (Mrs. Lynn Sallee, Hiawatha Drive,
Winneconne, Wisconsin, 54985). We are eager to enlarge our chapter and
would welcome any AOMCI members from the area. Several of our enthusiastic chapter members traveled 200 or 300 miles to attend the first meeting
so distance should be no excuse no excuse to keep YOU from attending our
second meeting.
Following the business meeting, refreshments were provided by William
Rose and served by his daughter Lucille. Conversation flowed as freely as
the coffee as members showed off unusual items, bragged about their latest
purchase, and discussed problems of finding parts and restoring old motors. Stanly Herberg (Moline, Illinois), displayed a tiny toy motor, in running
condition, which has been the Herberg family for more then 30 years and
probably date back even further. Edward Kent brought a brass nameplate
from an old Evinrude boat and a picture of the boat, hoping someone in the
group would know of Evinrude boats. No one in the group seemed to know
much about them but perhaps some of the readers would have information
they could pass on to Ed. Jere Sairs, proud as a new father, passed around
photographs of the Elto Quad he had restored to like new condition.
The meeting broke up at 5:00, three hours after it had been called to order,
and the members left with high spirits and real enthusiasm to return to their
motor hunting.
We hope YOU can be with us at our next meeting.
Outboard Life, April 1948

Sun. March 9-

Franklin winter bash dry meet
Swap, display, trophy event.
	Hideaway Pub. 9643 S. 76th St.
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Dan Johnson
N7852 West Shore Drive
Elkhorn, WI 53121

Call Rick Neis at 920-923-3518
(see ad for details)

Sun. May 18-

oconomowoc
Midwest Chapter swap, dry meet.
Call Gordy Merz at 262-695-0060

Sun. Sept. 7-

Lake como resort
2nd Annual George Kreissl Memorial Meet
Wet meet, swap, display
Call Dan Johnson at 262-442-8787

Sun. Oct. 12-

franklin Hideaway Pub. Swap, dry meet. 		
9643 S. 76th St.
Call Dan Johnson at 262-442-8787

